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1 I nternational Crimnal Court

2 Trial Chanmber 111 - Courtroom I

3 Situation: Central African Republic

4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Benba Gonbo -

5 | CC-01/05-01/ 08

6 Presi di ng Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Al uoch and

7 Judge Kuni ko Ozaki

8 Trial Hearing

9 Tuesday, 18 June 2013

10 (The hearing starts in open session at 3.10 p.m)

11 THE COURT USHER Al rise. Please be seated.

12 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEI NER: Good afternoon. Welcone back to those
13 that are here in the courtroom

14 Good afternoon, M Rojas.

15 THE COURT OFFI CER (Via videolink): (Interpretation) Good

16 aft ernoon, your Honour.

17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEI NER: Good afternoon, M Wtness.

18 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) Good afternoon, your Honour.

19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: As decided orally yesterday, transcript
20 324 bis, page 2, lines 7 to 19, we will continue now with the testinony
21 of Wtness CAR-DO4- PPP-0004, who will testify in the afternoon sessions
22 until we finish with the testinony of Wtness D04-0003, who is providing
23 testinony during the norning sessions. In accordance with the Chanber's
24 deci si on of 31st May 2013, decision 2646, the testinony of

25 Wtness D04-0004 will be heard by neans of video technology. |In addition
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1 pursuant to Chanber's decision of 17 June 2013 on in-court protective

2 nmeasures, decision 2694 confidential, the Chanber has authorised the

3 continued use of a pseudonym inage, and voice distortion and the use of
4 private or closed session in order to protect the witness identity.

5 (The witness entered the video |ink roon)

6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M W tness, thank you very nuch for

7 being with us.

8 THE W TNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you.

9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M Wtness, | hope that sonewhere in

10 front of you there is a card on which it's printed a sol erm undert aki ng.
11 Coul d you pl ease read out the words on the card.

12 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) | solemmly declare that | will tell
13 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

14 W TNESS: CAR- DO4- PPP- 0004

15 (The witness speaks Sango)

16 (The witness gives evidence via video |ink)

17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M Wtness, now that you have taken the
18 oat h, can you confirmthat you understand what the oath nmeans?

19 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, | understand.

20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Do you understand it to nean that you
21 nmust give answers to questions asked of you that are true and accurate to
22 the best of your know edge and belief?

23 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.

24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M W tness, as must have been expl ai ned
25 to you by Victimand Wtnesses Unit during the famliarisation process,
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1 you wi Il be questioned first by the Defence, then by the Prosecution,

2 then by |l egal representatives of victinms, and finally by the Defence if
3 Def ence wants to put sone foll ow up questions to you. The Chanber, as

4 well, at any time can put questions to you.

5 As you know, the Chanber has put in place neasures to protect

6 your identity fromthe public, and you will therefore be referred to

7 during your testinony as "M Wtness." Your inmage and your voice that

8 are broadcast outside the courtroomare being distorted so that the

9 public cannot identify you. 1In order to keep your identity conceal ed,

10 M Wtness, it is very inportant that while we are in public session you
11 don't reveal any information that could lead to your identification. For
12 i nstance, you should not nention, of course, your name, nane of close

13 friends or fam |y nmenbers or nei ghbours, your current activities, the

14 position you occupied during the events, names of persons or situations
15 in which you were with two or three people only, and that people could
16 identify you. This kind of information, M Wtness, if you need to

17 di scl ose any information of this kind, you just let us know in advance
18 and we go into private session. In private session you can speak freely,
19 because the public outside the courtroom cannot hear to what you say.

20 Do you understand the protective neasures, M Wtness?

21 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) No.

22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: You did not understand nmy expl anati ons?
23 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) Ch, with regard to my protection.
24 Yes, |'ve understood. That's good. Yes. Yeah, that's fine. |

25 under st ood t hat.
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1 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER:. M Wtness, it's also inportant that

2 you have in mind that because we speak different |anguages, we have

3 interpretation so that we can understand each other. Because of this and
4 the fact that you are testifying by video link, it is very inportant,

5 M Wtness, that you speak slower than normal, as |'m doi ng now, and that
6 after any question is put to you, you wait five seconds before you start
7 giving your answer in order to allowthe interpreters to conplete the

8 transl ation of the question. W need to avoid overl appi ng speakers,

9 because otherwi se the interpreters cannot put in the transcript exactly
10 what you are saying.

11 We know that it nmay seemunnatural to speak so -- so slowy, but
12 if you start speeding up, M Wtness, | will have to interrupt you and
13 ask you to slow down. Please don't take offence. It should not

14 di scourage you from speaking. It is just for practical reasons.

15 Do you understand, M Wtness, our ground rul es?

16 THE W TNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.

17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Wit five seconds before you answer to
18 ny question, M Wtness.

19 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) (* No interpretation)

20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Court Oficer, please could we go into
21 private session.

22 *(Private session at 3.20 p.m) Reclassified into open session
23 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, Madam President.
24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEI NER: ( Redact ed)

25 ( Redact ed)
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( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)

( Redact ed)

THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted).

PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEI NER:

( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)

( Redact ed)
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1 ( Redact ed)

2 (Redact ed)

3 ( Redact ed)

4 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)

5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEI NER: ( Redact ed)

6 ( Redact ed)

7 (Redact ed)

8 ( Redact ed)

9 (Redact ed)

10 (Redact ed)

11 THE W TNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)

12 (Redact ed)

13 ( Redact ed)

14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Court O ficer, can we go back into open
15 sessi on, please.

16 (Open session at 3.26 p.m)

17 THE COURT OFFICER: W're in open session, Madam President.

18 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER. M W tness, discuss for your

19 i nformati on, you will have today one session of total of two hours,

20 neani ng that you will have one and a half hour of questioning this

21 afternoon, but if for any reason you need a break, you just et us know
22 and a break will be given.

23 Bef ore you start giving your testinony, M Wtness, do you have
24 any questions?

25 THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) No, |'ve got no questions.
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1 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Therefore, Defence will start

2 guestioning you, and for that purpose | give the floor to M Haynes.

3 M Haynes.

4 MR HAYNES: Thank you very much, your Honour, and good afternoon.
5 QUESTI ONED BY MR HAYNES:

6 Q Good afternoon, to you, sir.

7 A Good afternoon. Good afternoon. Cood afternoon, Counsel.

8 Q Two things. Firstly, | assune |I'Il be allowed to sit down while
9 | exam ne the witness; and secondly, M Wtness, that was not a good

10 start. You're not obeying the five-second rule. Can you wait and count
11 to five until the translation of nmy question has been finished.

12 Did you understand that? M Wtness, are you receiving

13 transl ati on of what | --

14 A Yes, | can hear you.

15 Q kay. Well, we're going to find out who you are, and to do that
16 I'"mgoing to ask, Madam President, if we can go into private session.

17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Court O ficer, please turn into private
18 sessi on.

19 *(Private session at 3.29 p.m) Reclassified into open session
20 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, Madam President.
21 MR HAYNES:

22 Q Sir, would you nmind telling us your full name, please.

23 A My nanes are (Redacted)

24 Q And when were you born, sir?

25 A ( Redact ed)
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1 Q And what are the nanes of your parents?

2 A (Redact ed)

3 ( Redact ed)

4 Q And where were you born?

5 A (Redact ed)

6 Q And did you live in (Redacted) throughout the whole of your
7 chi | dhood?

8 A Yes.

9 Q If ny arithnetic is correct, you're now (Redacted) years of age; is that

10 right? No. (Redacted) years of age; is that correct?

11 A Yes. | am (Redacted) years old.

12 Q And in 2002, in Cctober, you' d have been (Redacted)

13 A Yes.

14 Q At that time in your life, in October of 2002, what were you
15 doi ng?

16 A | was in the USP forces, and | was (Redacted).

17 Q Thank you. You've told me your rank. To whomdid you report?
18 A The USP is the presidential security unit which reports to the
19 general, who is the general director for presidential security.

20 Q Sir, we've heard his nane, | think, a nunber of tinmes in this
21 case already, but we're in private session anyway, so what is the nane of
22 that man?

23 A The general's nanme is Ferdi nand Bonbayake.

24 Q Did you have any nmen under your conmand?

25 A At the time | was a (Redacted).
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Q (Redact ed)

A (Redact ed)

Q And are you able to give us any idea of the sides of the USP in
total at that tinme?

A The USP, the presidential security unit, was headed by a general
director called Bonbayake, and his deputy was Al bert \Wadane. W al so had
a conpany commander whose nane was Tot okoesse. W had a BI O, bureau for
i nstructions and operations which was headed by Mobe Ngonye (* phon).

Q Okay. If you don't know, you don't know, but do you know roughly
the total nunmber of men in the presidential guard?

A There were about 300 nen in the presidential guard, that is, 300
to 500 nen.

Q And just a couple of last questions in private session. Do you
remenber when General Bozizé's forces entered Bangui ?

A Yes. The death squadrons of general -- rather, they cane into
Bangui on the 25th of October, 2002. And I'mreferring there to Bozizé's
f orces.

Q Thank you. And these are the two questions: | wanted to ask in
private session. Were were you living at that tine precisely?

A ( Redact ed)

( Redact ed)

(Redact ed)
Q Ckay. And what were you doing there?
A ( Redact ed)

( Redact ed)
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1 Q Okay. | think we night be at cross-purposes here. | don't want
2 to know where you were when Ceneral Bozizé's forces entered Bangui on

3 March the 15th, 2003. | want to know where you were when

4 General Bozizé's forces entered Bangui on the 25th of COctober, 2002. Do
5 you under st and?

6 A On 25 Cctober 2002, at noon, when General Bozizé's troops - the
7 deat h squadrons and Zaghawa - canme into Bangui, (Redacted)

8 (Redact ed) .

9 Q Thank you very much. Just one other thing about you personally.
10 VWat | anguages do you speak?

11 A | speak three | anguages, Sango, French, and Lingal a.

12 Q VWi ch of those would you regard as your nother tongue?

13 A Sango.

14 Q And how does it conme about that you speak Lingal a?

15 A | speak Lingala because Zongo is a border town to Bangui. You
16 see, at the tine we had house servants who spoke to us in Lingala, and it
17 was through themthat | |earned to speak Lingala.

18 Q And how woul d you assess your |evel of proficiency in Lingala?
19 A I"mvery fluent in Lingala.
20 Q kay. |I'mnow going to ask that we go into public session, sir
21 If you feel any question | ask you requires you to give infornmation that
22 reveal s your identity, then please tell ne. Do you understand?
23 A Yes.
24 MR HAYNES: Then, your Honour, can we pass into public session,
25 pl ease.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Court O ficer, please turn into private
session -- into open session. |'msorry.

(Open session at 3.43 p.m)

THE COURT OFFICER: We're in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q Sir, we're in open session so the public can hear what you are
sayi ng now, so be careful not to say anything that reveals your identity.
VWhat can you tell us about the entry into Bangui on the 25th of October
of General Bozizé's rebel forces?

A On 25th Cctober, when the rebel forces, the death squads of
General Bozizé, entered Bangui, those of us who were |oyalists, nanely
FACA, USP, and the SCPS nilitia of Ndoubabe, Victor, alongside the Saraw
forces which were led by Mskine as well as Paul Barril's troops. W
singl e-handedly fought to ward of f the advance by the troops of General
Bozi zé. W were able to push them back fromthe presidential pal ace
whi ch had cone under attack. They then settled in the northern part of
the city of Bangui, that is in Fouh nei ghbourhood i n Boy-Rabé, Gobongo,
PK 10, PK 12, Avenue Marabena, and part of Conbatant as well as part of
the airport. That is the area to which they noved to seek refuge after
failing in their attack on the president's house.

Q Okay. How close did they get to the president's house?

A They came as far as Onaf, which is about 10 netres away fromthe
presi dent as you house. Ten, 15 netres fromthe president's house. So
they canme as far as Onaf.

Q And on what date did they reach Onaf?
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1 A On the 25th of Cctober they came as far as Onaf, on the sane day,
2 the 25th of Cctober.

3 Q Can you give us a little bit nore detail about the |oyalist

4 forces? How many FACA troops, if you can tell us, remained |loyal to

5 Presi dent Patassé at that time?

6 A Part of the FACA forces renained loyal. The USP renuai ned | oyal
7 to President Patassé, but in addition to that, there was the Cen- Sad

8 forces. The Cen-Sad forces were al so present, and then we had the SCPS
9 mlitia and the Sarawi forces. W all remained | oyal to President

10 Pat assé.

11 Q What -- what troops conprised the Cen-Sad forces?

12 A The Cen-Sad forces were made up of Libyans and Sudanese as wel |
13 as people fromDjibouti.

14 Q And when had they originally arrived in the

15 Central African Republic?

16 A The Cen-Sad forces arrived in 2001 after the failed coup d' etat
17 by General Kolingba on 28th April 2001. It is at that time that the
18 Cen-Sad forces cane in.

19 Q And where were they based?

20 A The Cen-Sad forces were basically based at the presidential

21 pal ace. That is where the President |ives.

22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M Haynes, did you receive

23 i nterpretation?

24 MR HAYNES: O the | ast answer, yes, | did. | nust say | have
25 the inpression - | haven't heard a conplaint yet - that the witness is
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1 speaki ng very fast.

2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: (M crophone not acti vat ed)

3 MR HAYNES: Okay. We'll wait then

4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M Haynes, can you say somet hing

5 pl ease?

6 MR HAYNES: Good afternoon, your Honour

7 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEI NER: Good afternoon. Now I can hear you.

8 Thank you.

9 MR HAYNES:

10 Q Sir, can you speak as clearly and slowmy as possible. | just

11 have the inpression you' re speaking very fast, and the interpreters are
12 struggling to keep up with you. 1s that okay?

13 Okay. The Cen-Sad forces at the presidential palace, do you know
14 if they had a particular task to perfornf?

15 A Yes. Those forces were there to protect the head of state and
16 the pal ace.

17 Q Can you tell us approximately how many Cen-Sad forces there were
18 protecting the head of state?

19 A About 500 troops.

20 Q And how were they arned?

21 A They had heavy weaponry from Li bya, Cen-Sad weapons that had been
22 brought in by the troops to the I ocations around the presidential palace.
23 That is where they were | ocated.

24 Q Thank you. Can we nove on now to the SCPS. Who are they?

25 A The SCPS was a mlitia force, the presidential mlitia. 1t was
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| ed by Sergeant Ndoubabe (* phon) Victor.
Do you know what their numerical strength was?
About 1. 000 troops.

And can you help us with the origins of that mlitia?

> O > O

That militia was nade up of people fromthe president's ethnic
group, nanely the Kaba, as well as Saras (* phon), Nganbayes (* phon) and
Kodos.

Q Thank you. And can you tell us as how they were depl oyed on the
25th of October?

A Their base was very close to the presidential palace, so on the
25t h of Cctober, we fought alongside with themto defend the pal ace and
to stop CGeneral Bozizé's Zaghawa and death squadrons fromtaki ng over the
presidential palace.

Q Okay. Just a couple more. You nentioned a group called the
Sarawi. Can you tell us a little bit nore about then?

A The Sarawi forces were former Chadi an rebels who canme or who
fol |l owed Abdoul aye M skine and who were operating with him that is, with
Abdoul aye M ski ne.

Q How many of them were there?

A There were many of them Most of them were there on the ground.

Q And in what way were they deployed on the 25th of COctober?

A On 25 Cctober, alongside the Sarawi forces of Abdoul aye M skine
and the SCPS, we were all deployed together in order to ward off the
attacks by the Zaghawa and the death squads of General Bozizé.

Q Okay. Just one nore person that you've nmentioned and that's
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Paul Barril. Wo is he?
A Li eutenant Paul Barril is a French nmercenary. He was hired by
the head of state or hired to join the canp of the head of state so that

he could provide training, training for the nmilitia.

Q Did he have any forces of his own or was he only hired for
training?
A Yes. He had a few-- a fewmen with him These were civilians

who volunteered to work with him

Q Ckay. Was anybody in overall operational conmand of the defence
of the president?

A I"mnot sure that | understood your question.

Q Of course. You have described to us a nunmber of different forces
whi ch were defending the president on the 25th of Cctober. What | want
to know i s whet her any one person was in overall command of all those
forces?

A Yes. There was the CGeneral Staff and the CCOP whi ch commanded
all the troops on the ground.

Q Who at that tinme was the chief of CGeneral Staff?

A The chief of General Staff was General Betibangui. The Chief of
Staff was General Mazi.

Q W' ve heard --

A The nminister of staff was Ongwa (* phon). The deputy M nister of
Def ence was Ceneral Yangongo.

Q Thank you. You mentioned in your answer the CCOP. What is that?

A. The CCOP is the commander -- is the conmandnent -- the commander
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1 of operations. The centre of command of operation.

2 Q And where was the centre of the command of operations?

3 A. O course it was at the staff HQ

4 Q And who was in charge of the CCOP?

5 A The CCOP was commanded by Col onel Lenbi .

6 Q Thank you. For how long did these forces fight with

7 General Bozizé's rebels before they pushed t hem back?

8 A We started to free the -- around the pal ace, the presidenti al

9 pal ace, after two days. And after two days, they cane back to the area
10 which | just nmentioned to you. They withdrew fromthe area | just

11 nmentioned to you.

12 Q Okay. And what can you tell us about General Bozizé's forces?
13 How nunerous were they and how were they arned?

14 A General Bozizé, with the Zaghawa and the death squads, a speci al
15 unit, a Chadian unit, they were heavily arned.

16 Q How far did you nanage to push them back after two days?

17 A It could be said to 1 kilonmetre and a half or 2, and they took
18 refuge at the fourth roundabout towards Lycée Boganda.

19 Q And what was the military situation then?

20 A Confused, of course.

21 Q Were the loyalist forces able to push them back any nore than
22 that ?

23 A The objective firstly was to drive themout fromthe presidenti al
24 pal ace, and after they nade a strategic withdrawal towards the fourth
25 roundabout. Then they organi sed thensel ves, and then they were
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counter-attacked. So we gave themthe tine where | told you with regards

to the distance.

Q Did you receive any reinforcenents?

A Yes. There were reinforcenents.

Q Were did they come fronf

A On the orders of the president of the republic, the mnister
del egate for the defence, he -- well, they crossed over the river in
order to go and negotiate that the people fromthe M.C woul d cone and
reinforce us. It was General Yangongo who crossed the river.

Q Who' s General Yangongo?

A Deputy M nister of Defence at the tine.

Q Do you know when the reinforcenments arrived fromthe other side
of the river?

A They arrived fromthe 29th, 29th of Cctober, 2002

Q And how did they arrive?

A They crossed the river with barges, Central African barges, and
they crossed over the river with these barges from Sokataf (* phon).

After crossing over the river, they went to the naval base.

Q Did you see them crossing over the river?
A At that time, | was in the field, but they crossed over that
river.

Q Where and when did you first see M.C forces?
A For the first tine | saw them that was at the naval base
Q | think we know where the naval base is, but just you tell us,

woul d you?
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A The naval base is just opposite the river. Wen you cross over
the river, there's the naval base which is there next to it, towards the
Renai ssance palace in town, on the road going to Quango. Next to the

French enbassy.

Q And about how many of them were at the naval base when you saw
t hen?
A If I tell you the exact name it would be a lie, but there were

lots of them nmmybe 400. There were others who were trying to cross over
as well still.
Q Ckay.
THE | NTERPRETER: Exact nunber, corrects the interpreter, not
"the exact nane."
MR HAYNES
Q VWhat did they look Iike? How were they dressed?
A They had boots. They were wearing boots on their feet. And sone
of themdidn't have uniforns. People were in civilian clothing and
ot hers had uniforns. Sone people had jeans and other people were in

uni form and sonme had T-shirts.

Q And was anybody there to nmeet them at the naval base?
A. There were the authorities who were there in order to receive
t hem

Q What authorities?
A At that particular tine, there was the deputy nminister for the
def ence General Yangongo and there was Lionel --

THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter didn't get the nane.
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THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) There was Lengbe, there was Mazi
there was commander of the naval base Dandito. All of these people were
there in order to receive the M.C?

Q If you need to go into private session to answer this question,
pl ease say so, but why were you there?
A Can we go into closed session?

MR HAYNES: | thought so.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Court Oficer, please current into
private session.

*(Private session at 4.13 p.m) Reclassified into open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q Sir, we're in private session now, so nobody can hear what you're

saying. Wy were you present at the naval base at the time these troops

were being greeted by the authorities?

A I was at the naval base because (Redacted)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
(Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
( Redact ed)
Q VWhat happened while you were there?

A When we arrived there with them well, we got to know each ot her,

and we had found the authorities already in place. So we saw that --

said to the general yes the nen have already started to cross over. And
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at that particular time it was necessary to take themto the support
regi ment .

Q Where is the support reginent?

A The support reginment is in avenue -- Avenue Dendbonobs (* phon).
Just after you cone to Onaf and it's before you come to the assenbly.
That is where you will find on your left the support reginent.

Q How did these soldiers fromacross the river arrive at the
support regi ment?

A They were transported in vehicles, pickups, 4 by 4s, and we
transported them and we took themto the support reginment, severa
vehi cl es, of course.

Q | know it's difficult ten years later, but do you renenber
approxi mately how many vehicles it took to transport these nmen?

A | can -- can't really renenber.

Q And why was it necessary at that tine to take themto the support
regi ment ?

A It was really necessary to take themto the support reginent
because the loyalists were also there. The FACA were divided. The FACA
who stayed | oyalist, they stayed at the support reginment, and we had a
base at the support reginment, and it was probable that they would be
taken to the support reginent.

Q The M.C troops you saw at the naval base, were they arned?

A Only the -- well, they had machi ne-guns which I sawin their
hands.

Q What happened when they arrived at the support regi nent?
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A When they arrived at the support reginent, there was an energency
neeting where the -- which the authorities had, and after this neeting
the president gave the order that the ML.C nen be dressed or uniforned,
that they be given uniforms, mlitary uniforms, because what they had
brought wasn't confortable, and it was necessary for themto be given
mlitary uniforns, ranges, and to -- hand those over to them They got
wal ki e-tal ki es and they got radios to transm ssion. They had pickups,
and they had BGr5s and Fawo (* phon) were nmade available to them

Q When you say the president gave the order, who do you mean by
t hat ?

A Ange- Fel i x Pat assé.

Q And how do you know he gave that order?

A He was the suprenme chief of the armies. It was only he who could
gi ve such an order.

Q And how was his order carried out?

A He gave the order to the CGeneral Staff and the CCOP, and the
staff executed the order with General Bonbayake.

Q Okay. How did General Bonbayake execute the order?

A | mredi ately we -- he took the key where the uniforns were and we
filled the BGr5s with uniforns and shoes and took themto the reginent in
order to distribute themto the ML.C troops. Wth the weapons, of course.

Q Right. The key. The key to what?

A Firstly, the key to the container, because the uniforns were in a
container. The container key. And even the key to -- the key to the

arns depot so that the weapons could conme out. That was opened as well.
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And we took what was necessary in order to be able to supply the M.C

Q | understand, but | just want to get the detail of it. \Were did
the key cone fronf

A From Presi dent Patassé.

Q And were you present when the key was handed over by
Presi dent Patassé?

A When he provided the key | wasn't present, but General Bombayake,
when he | eft the conpound in order to go towards the containers, that's
where | was.

Q Ckay. | think we can go back into open session now, but |I'm
going to carry on with the containers and the arns cache, (Redacted)
(Redact ed)

(Redacted), then we'll go
back into private session, but for the time being 1'd like to see if we
can deal with this in open session, please. Do you mnd? |Is that okay,
sir?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M Wtness, can you hear me?

THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) Yes. | can hear you very well.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M Haynes wants to turn back into
public session and asked you if that was fine with you, and you didn't
answer. Can we have your answer?

THE WTNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, | agree.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: Court O ficer, please turn into public
sessi on.

(Open session at 4.26 p.m)

Tuesday, 18 June 2013 Case No. ICC-01/05-01/08



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-325bis-Red-ENG WT 18-06-2013 23/31 SZ T

Pursuant to Trial Chamber I11 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038,

the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public
Witness: D04-PPP-0004 (Open Session) Page 23
Questioned by Mr. Haynes

1 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in open session, Madam President.

2 MR HAYNES

3 Q So where were the uniforns kept by the FACA?

4 A The uniforms were just next to the presidential palace at 124.
5 Q And what were they kept in?

6 A As | told you a nonment ago, these uniforns were kept in

7 containers. They were FACA unifornms stocked in containers.

8 Q How bi g were these containers?

9 A The containers were 20 -- 20-foot containers.

10 Q And how many of them were there?

11 A If I tell you the exact number, well, 1'd be wong, but there
12 were lots of containers that were there.

13 Q Okay. And where did the FACA keep its weapons?

14 A The FACA keep their weapons at the Canmp Kasai. And it was

15 firstly at Canp Kasai. But after several nutinies, then they changed it.
16 The arns, the weapons and the arns cache was noved to Canp Deroux, but
17 there was a USP arms cache which was at the domicile of the president,
18 and that was only for the USP

19 Q Were the MLC sol diers given uniforns?

20 A Yes, they received uniforns and Rangers as well.

21 Q Where did the uniforns and Rangers cone fronf®?

22 A As | told you a short while ago, the uniforns and the Rangers
23 cane fromthe container. The president had given the keys to the

24 general, and the general opened the container to take out the uniforns
25 and provide themto the M.C
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Q And where were they provided to the M.C?
A At the support reginent. That is where they were based. The

uniforns were taken to them at the support reginent.

Q Ckay. Now can we cone on to weapons. Wre the M.C provided with
weapons?

A Yes. They were given heavy weapons.

Q Were did those weapons conme from and where were they provided
to the M.C?

A The weapons cane fromthe FACA and USP arns caches, and they were
all provided to themstill at the support reginment.

Q And how were they taken to the support regi nent?

A Fromthe support reginent? Well, after the M.C had been provided
wi th weapons, uniforns, wal kie-tal kies, and signalling radios, they were
al so provided with 4 by 4 pickups, the BG/5, and Fawo vehicl es.

Q Where did the vehicles cone fronf

A Some of the vehicles cane fromthe FACA, while others cane from
the USP. In fact, they cane, in general terms, fromthe chief of general
staff or fromthe headquarters.

Q This process of providing the ML.C with uniforns, boots, arns,
radi os, and vehicles, how long did this all take?

A About hal f a day.

Q And can you help us now as to which half a day it was and what
dat e?

A | already told you that the M.C troops crossed over on the 29th.

After crossing over, they were taken to the support reginment and it is at
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1 that tinme that they began to receive the nmaterial.

2 Q kay. So once they had been given all this material, what

3 happened t hen?

4 A Once the material was issued to them a neeting between the

5 general and the M.C troops took place. Thereafter and after the M.C

6 pl at oon and the Central African platoon were nerged, they then went on
7 the field, that is on the 30th.

8 Q | hope you don't if we just go back over what you've just told
9 us. There was a neeting. Wo conducted the neeting?

10 A The neeting was organi sed by the headquarters of the FACA

11 General Staff.

12 Q And who was the general who you referred to at that neeting?

13 A Bonbayake.

14 Q At that neeting, were you aware of a commander of the M.C troops
15 at all?

16 A Yes. There was an M.C troops comander there.

17 Q What was his nanme?

18 A That commander's nane was Moust apha.

19 Q You said that the Central African platoon and the M.C pl at oon
20 were nerged. How were they nerged?

21 A After the organisation, there was a |liaison commander for the M.C
22 and FACA. The M.C and Central African platoons were nmerged follow ng a
23 ratio of 1:2. Two Central African platoons to one M.C pl at oon.

24 Q Do you know who deci ded that ?

25 A It was the General Staff, of course.
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1 Q And how was that put into practical effect?

2 A Well, it was easy to organise. Since the men were there, all it
3 took was to organise theminto platoons and that was it. The Congol ese
4 pl atoon will be merged with the Central African platoon. That was quite
5 simple. You see, we were already ready, and as soon as they arrived and
6 things were organi sed, then the platoons were nerged accordingly.

7 Q kay. So that we know what | anguage we're speaking, as it were,
8 how many nmen do you say are in a platoon?

9 A VWhen we talk of a platoon, we are referring to a mlitary unit
10 conprising two sections. So a platoon would have 64 men.

11 Q And at this neeting were there Central African foot soldiers or
12 were there just M.C sol diers and General Bonbayake?

13 A As | told you, the FACA are an arned force and therefore they

14 have foot soldiers. O course, there were Central African foot soldiers.
15 Q But what I'mtrying to find out fromyou is whether they were at
16 the support reginent or whether they were already in the field at that
17 time.

18 A At the time of the nerger, we were all at the support reginent to
19 begin with, and that is where the nerger took place. Oders,

20 instructions, were issued at the support reginent.

21 Q Thank you. And who issued the orders and instructions at the
22 support regi nent?

23 A The president forwards the orders to the headquarters, the CCOP
24 forwards the orders to the M.C, and that is how the orders are

25 transmtted, and that is how we received them
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Q How long did this neeting last for at the support reginent?

A Three hours.

Q And at the end of it, describe to us what happened.

A That is what | was telling you. At the end of the neeting, the
pl at oons were nmerged, as | said, and then thereafter we took all the
necessary neasures and then noved forward to the battl eground.

Q Did they nove on foot or in vehicles or a combination of both?

A They noved by vehicle and on foot. You see, the 4th district or
the 4th roundabout was not very far away fromthe support reginment. |
travelled in a vehicle, but other FACA troops were on foot. Those of us
who were there and sone of the M.C troops went in vehicles and in the
BGr5s.

Q kay. Can you help us now as to how many axes were involved in
this operation towards the 4th arrondi ssenment ?

A Bef ore reaching the Lycée Boganda where our troops were
positioned, we had, first of all, to free up the Boy-Rabé axis which was
on the nountain and then nove forward strai ght to Fouh, to Gobongo,

PK 10, and then PK 12, and then fromthe Marabena axis towards the
airport.

Q Sir, you'll have to help ne. |Is that nore than one axis of
attack or one until you reached Boy- Rabé?

A Wien you get to the 4th arrondi ssenent, Boy-Rabé is on the
nmountain. That's one axis. Then the axis towards Fouh is another one,
and then there was a third axis as well. So there were three axes.

Q Did you yourself take part in this operation?

Tuesday, 18 June 2013 Case No. ICC-01/05-01/08



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-325bis-Red-ENG WT 18-06-2013 28/31 SZ T

Pursuant to Trial Chamber I11 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038,

the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public
Witness: D04-PPP-0004 (Open Session) Page 28
Questioned by Mr. Haynes

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A Yes.

Q And we're in public session so I'mgoing to try and keep the
guestions general for now. What other forces were involved in the
operation on the same axis as you?

A The SCPS was there commanded by -- well, we al so had the Saraw
forces and Paul Barril's forces as well.

Q Were there any ML.C forces on the sanme axis as you?

A Yes.

Q kay. And if you don't mind me asking, because there m ght have
been quite a lot of you, which axis -- at which axis of the operation did
you take part in?

A | was on the Fou-Gobongo-PK 10-PK 12 axi s.

Q Okay. Can you briefly describe the conbat that took place on
your axis, please.

A As | already told you, at the tine (Redacted)

(Redacted). You see, the USP was in charge of the heavy
weapons, (Redacted), and we were part

of the MLC troops. W were all nerged together

Q Sir, renenber we're in open session, will you. Did you encounter
any fighting on -- on your axis?
A Yes. | took part in sone fighting.

Q Was it heavy fighting?
Yes. It was heavy fighting. You see, the Zaghawa and the death
squads did not want to give up. They were heavily arnmed, and so the

fighting was quite heavy.
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1 Q In what areas in particular?

2 A Fromthe 4th roundabout. At that |evel fighting was already very
3 i ntense.

4 Q Okay. Now, you told us earlier that Bozizé's troops had occupi ed
5 the northern districts of Bangui after you had pushed them back. Were

6 you able to observe the northern districts of Bangui and the civilian

7 popul ations there after you pushed Bozi zé' s troops out?

8 A Yes. After pushing back General Bozizé's troops and the Zaghawa
9 who had taken over the northern nei ghbourhoods, after that the popul ation
10 wel comed us. These are the people of Fou and Gobongo. They received us
11 with cheers.

12 Q VWhat did those nei ghbourhoods | ook Iike when you arrived in thenf
13 A When we arrived in those nei ghbourhoods, we noticed that

14 General Bozizé's nmen had | ooted, had raped, and had even killed and

15 abducted people. | can give you a few exanples of abductions that took
16 pl ace at that tine.

17 Q Are you confortabl e doing that in open session, because |1'd |ike
18 to hear your exanpl es of abductions, please.

19 A Yes, | can.

20 Q What abductions did you see or hear about?

21 A The governnment spokesperson M Prosper N Douba was abducted by
22 Joan Bozi zé's troops.

23 Q Where did that happen?

24 A It happened at PK 12.

25 Q Did you hear of any other abductions?
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1 A Many. Young persons or youths who were forcibly abducted,

2 children forcibly abducted by General Bozizé's people and the Zaghawa,

3 and to have themfight with them

4 Q Did you see evidence of or hear about any rapes that had been

5 comm tted by General Bozizé's force?

6 A General Bozizé's forces conmmitted several rapes. The forner

7 Prime Mnister's wife was raped, for exanple. M Gbezera-Bria, his wife
8 was raped by General Bozizé' s people.

9 Q And what evidence did you see or hear of looting in the

10 4t h arrondi ssenent ?

11 A The 4th district police office was | ooted. Houses around the

12 police district were looted. General Bozizé's people or General Bozizé's
13 troops caused a | ot of damage in that area and destruction.

14 MR HAYNES: Well, sir, | think if it's not inconvenient to

15 anybody else, we'll leave it there for this afternoon. W wll start

16 again with you sonetinme tonorrow. | hope in the norning but probably the
17 afternoon. So thank you for today.

18 THE W TNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you.

19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEI NER: Thank you very much, M Haynes.

20 M Wtness, it's enough for today, your first day testifying. W
21 will adjourn now. It's 5.00. W will resune tonorrow with your

22 testimony at 3.00. W hope you have a very restful evening.

23 | thank very nmuch the Prosecution team the |egal representatives
24 of victims, Defence team M Jean-Pierre Benba Gonbo. | thank very nuch
25 our interpreters, our court reporters.
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Thank you very much, M Rojas
THE COURT OFFI CER (Via videolink): (Interpretation) Thank you,
Madam President. You're wel come
PRESI DI NG JUDGE STEINER: M W tness, thank you very much. The
hearing is adjourned.
THE COURT USHER All rise.
(The hearing ends in open session at 4.59 p.m)
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