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“Where [forced pregnancy] results, the invasion of the body and self is total. Women are
being treated as chattel for the purpose of reproduction; this is another form of gender
enslavement. Either a woman must submit to an abortion, which in circumstances of war
and/or clandestinity can be fatal or debilitating, or she must suffer the continuation of a hated
pregnancy” A more invasive form of violence is hardly imaginable: the pregnancy of rape is
intended to and does take over a woman's body for nine months, at the end of which she faces
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“Difference between ‘enforced pregnancy’ in the draft statute of the ICC and ‘forcible
impregnation” - Forcible impregnation does not capture all the elements of enforced
pregnancy. Forcible impregnation involves making a woman pregnant through rape,
insemination or other means, whereas enforced pregnancy involves keeping a woman
pregnant. Enforced pregnancy is the exercise of control, such as physical confinement, over a
pregnant woman ensuring the continuance of pregnancy or the bearing of children against
her will. The pregnancy is often, but not always, a result of rape”.
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“We support the proposition to include within the definition of war crimes the acts of enforced
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statute, distinct from other forms of sexual abuse. In our view, a specific criminalisation of
these acts is needed as they have a different criminal purpose than other forms of sexual
assaults. It is our experience that victims of this crime and any children born out of such
consequences were subject to greater stigmatization unless offered the proper legal status by
explicit recognition of this crime. This stigmatization not only could have negative social
consequences, but also end up discouraging all available options for the female victim and the
potential offspring. The crime of enforced pregnancy given its particular purpose, does not
depend on whether or not women have access to abortion. While women under the national
laws of Bosnia and Herzegovina had and have legally available to them the full range of
options, it is our experience that recognition of the legal status of victims of such crimes would
not encourage termination of pregnancy but to the contrary. It is of the utmost importance
that the crime of enforced pregnancy is included in the list of offenses within the jurisdiction
of the Court, both as a war crime and as a crime against humanity. It would be appropriate in
our opinion, to also qualify this crime as a crime against humanity, as such offenses do not
necessarily arise only within the context of an armed conflict”.
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“[TThe question of whether to include enforced pregnancy] in the International
Criminal Court (ICC) statute is shaping up into a classic battle between pro-abortion and
anti-abortion camps, but some diplomats feel such a division is misguided. [...] Many [States
and groups], including traditional religious movements, remain wary of the language of
enforced pregnancy, which they believe could provide a back door to legitimise abortions” .
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“National abortion laws will not be undermined by inclusion of forced pregnancy as a crime
against humanity, pledges Women's Caucus Bosnian government agrees, lobbies with
Muslim countries”.

14. Terra Viva No. 19, IICC Monitor, No Peace Without Justice, Conference on
The Establishment of An International Criminal Court, 9 July 1998, p. 5 :

“[Many] countries have blocked language on protecting victims of enforced pregnancy,
fearing that such language could be used by some nations as basis in domestic law for allowing
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