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LSE investigates Gaddafi's son plagiarism claims

By Katherine Sellgren
BBC News education reporter

The London School of Economics has confirmed it is investigating allegations that Colonel Gaddafi's son plagiarised
his PhD thesis.

Saif al-Islam studied at the LSE from 2003 to 2008, gaining both a Master of Science degree and a doctorate.

But allegations have emerged that he used a ghost writer, and copied sections of his thesis.

In 2009, he pledged a £1.5m donation to the LSE from the Gaddafi International Charity and Development Foundation.
The LSE's involvement with the Libya prompted student protests last week.

In a statement, the university said: "LSE is aware that there are allegations of plagiarism concerning the PhD thesis of Saif
Gaddafi.

"The School takes all allegations of plagiarism very seriously, and is looking into the matter in accordance with standard LSE
procedures."

Embarrassment
On Monday, LSE director Sir Howard Davies, admitted he felt "embarrassed” by the university's ties with the family of Colonel

Gaddafi.

He said the decision to accept research funding from a foundation controlled by Saif Gaddafi had "backfired".

He also expressed regret that he had visited Libya to advise the regime about how it could modernise its financial institutions.
Sir Howard, who is a former head of the Financial Services Authority (FSA) and deputy governor of the Bank of England, said
the decision to accept £300,000 from the Gaddafi International Charity and Development Foundation had been debated
"extensively" within the LSE.

Last week the university said it was reconsidering its links with Libya "as a matter of urgency."

But that did not appease angry students.

Last Wednesday a dozen students stormed his offices, demanding the £300,000 of the £1.5m donation already accepted be

“paid back" to the Libyan people.
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There were also protests outside the School, as students gathered to express their concerns.

gtion & Family stories

\ =aes School leavers 'lack key skills'

A survey of business leaders for the CBI suggests too many youngsters are leaving school without adequate literacy and numeracy skills.
Academy move 'likely' for church

Head at strike school suspended
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