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Decision on “Request for Reconsideration of  

Decision denying Review of Preliminary Assessment of Complexity Level under the new Legal 

Aid Policy” of Mr Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman  

 

 

 

I. Procedural Background 

 

1. On 15 December 2023, the Counsel Support Section (“CSS”) announced to the Defence 

team of Mr Abd-Al-Rahman (“Defence”) the assignment of the provisional complexity 

level 2 at the trial stage, and invited the Defence to provide an overview of the team 

composition in line with the resources provided under complexity level 2 as outlined in 

the reformed Draft Legal Aid Policy of the International Criminal Court (ICC-ASP/22/9, 

hereinafter: “RLAP”). The CSS further invited the Defence to consult with the CSS in the 

event the resources assigned to the Defence under complexity level 2, at the trial stage, did 

not reflect the resources granted prior to the entering into force of the RLAP on 1 January 

2024.1 

2. On 18 December 2023, the Defence requested further clarifications on the methodology 

for determination of the complexity level. In particular, the Defence requested 1) “a detailed 

statement of the rationales of that ranking and how the various factors were factored in and 

assessed;” and 2) “information about the time limit and procedure for bringing such challenge”.2 

3. On 19 December 2023, the CSS provided the Defence with further clarifications, inter alia, 

informing the Defence that “the Registry assessed the complexity level taking into account the 

resources allocated per team under ICC-ASP/12/3” and that “Counsel can request a review of this 

decision to the Registrar”.3 

 
1 Email from Registry to the Defence on 15 December 2023 at 16.11 (“15 December 2023 Decision”). 
2 Email from the Defence to Registry on 18 December 2023 at 14.19. 
3 Email from Registry to the Defence on 19 December 2023 at 15.39. 
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