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Proposed translation

22 June 2026 - Libya... 7-year prison sentence for a security official convicted of torturing
detainees.

The Libyan Attorney General announced on Sunday that a criminal court has issued a sentence

of 7 years and 4 months in prison against security official Osama Najim, who is wanted by the
International Criminal Court (ICC), after convicting him of committing violations against
detainees inside a reform institution in Tripoli.

According to the Attorney General’s statement:

“Within the scope of local jurisdiction, the Criminal Court issued a judgment convicting Najim,
the Director of Operations and Judicial Security.”

The Public Prosecution filed a case against him for violating the rights of inmates at the Tripoli
Main Reform and Rehabilitation Institution, following reports that they had been subjected to
torture and cruel, degrading treatment.

The Tripoli Criminal Court convicted him in its latest session and sentenced him to:

e 7years and 4 monthsin prison

e Loss of legal capacity

e Deprivation of civil rights during the sentence and for one year after its completion
ICC Arrest Warrant

Under an ICC arrest warrant, Italian authorities arrested Najim on 19 January 2025 on charges
including torture, enforced disappearance, and human rights violations. However, Italy later
released him for undisclosed reasons without handing him over to the ICC, sparking significant
domestic and international criticism.

Dismissal from Office

On 18 May 2025, Libya’s Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibeh announced Najim’s dismissal. In a
televised speech, he said:

“We were shocked by the ICC report on Najim’s crimes. How can we trust someone who raped a
14-year-old girl?”

He added that Najim could not remain in his position after what was stated in the ICC report.
Further Legal Actions

On 5 November 2025, the Attorney General announced Najim’s detention on charges of
violating detainees’ rights, subjecting them to torture and cruel treatment, and causing the
death of an inmate due to torture.

On 26 November 2025, ICC Deputy Prosecutor Nazhat Shameem Khan told the UN Security
Council that the Court was seeking confirmation of Najim’s arrest in Libya and his transfer for
trial.
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Najim had been appointed in 2021 as Director of the Reform and Rehabilitation Institution
under the Judicial Police of the Ministry of Justice in Tripoli. He also headed the Judicial Police at
Mitiga Prison since 2016.
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