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1 December 2023 
 

 

In: The Prosecutor v. Maxime Jeoffroy Eli Mokom Gawaka / CAR II (ICC-01/14-

01/22) 

 

Dear Madam President, 

 

I am addressing you in my capacity as Lead Counsel for Mr Maxime Mokom, who 

was, until recently, a suspect at the International Criminal Court.  

 

In light of the forthcoming Assembly of States Parties, I am requesting your 

assistance as Mr Mokom has an urgent need for cooperation from States Parties.  

 

By way of brief background, on 16 October 2023, the Prosecution withdrew all 

charges against Mr Mokom pursuant to Article 61(4) of the Rome Statute. Pre-Trial 

Chamber II then ordered Mr Mokom’s immediate release from the ICC Detention 

Centre, to a purported “premises of the Court” within a hotel in The Hague. The 

Pre-Trial Chamber also ordered the Registry to: (i) make all necessary 

arrangements for the transfer of Mr Mokom, including by liaising with Mr Mokom 

and the Defence, as well as relevant States, in particular the Central African 

Republic and the Host State; and (ii) consult with the Host State to ensure that 

“any temporary conditions of stay of Mr Mokom do not result in any deprivation 

of liberty or restriction of any freedoms.”  

 

Notwithstanding this edict, for 41 days, Mr Mokom was in a situation of de facto 

detention, with his freedom of movement completely curtailed. Between 18 

October and 28 November 2023, Mr Mokom was restricted to the property of a 

hotel in The Hague. He was prohibited from leaving the perimeter of the hotel, 

and was authorised only to walk and get “fresh air” in the parking lot. On 28 

November 2023, following agreement by the Host State, the conditions of Mr 

Mokom’s de facto detention were relaxed slightly, allowing him to leave the hotel. 

I wish to stress that any situation of detention is neither necessary nor 

proportionate, since Mr Mokom is a “free and innocent” man. After having 

already spent 1 year and 7 months in prison, for charges that have now been 

determined to lack a basis, this additional period of de facto detention and 
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uncertainty is taking a significant toll on Mr Mokom’s mental and physical well-

being.  

 

The solution to this crisis cannot be that Mr Mokom is returned to the Central 

African Republic. Mr Mokom faces credible and unacceptable risks of torture, ill-

treatment, unfair trial, harsh detention conditions and persecution if he were to be 

returned to the Central African Republic. We have collated a vast array of open-

source materials, witness statements and expert opinions which support this 

assertion, and which will shortly be presented to the Pre-Trial Chamber. Most 

concerningly, in September 2023, less than one month after the hearing on the 

confirmation of charges held in August 2023 at the ICC, a rushed in absentia trial 

against Mr Mokom and 22 others appears to have suddenly taken place in Bangui. 

On 5 October 2023, a judgment was issued in which Mr Mokom was convicted of 

all charges, along with the others. Each of the accused were sentenced to “la peine 

de travaux forcés à perpétuité”, and all their goods are to be confiscated and provided 

to the Central African authorities. We enclose, as Annex A, a copy of the 2-page 

judgment document, which contains no mention of any evidence supporting the 

charges, no details of the charges themselves, or even a case number. We have 

reason to believe this judgment was an opportunistic political attack against a 

person deemed to be an opponent of the current regime.  

 

Our concerns regarding Mr Mokom’s risks are not only theoretical; they are borne 

out by the critical situation currently faced by Mr Olivier Feissona, a Central 

African national whose evidence was relied upon by our team during the ICC 

proceedings against Mr Mokom. Mr Feissona was arrested by the Central African 

authorities in October 2023, and arbitrarily detained in harsh conditions in the 

military prison, Camp de Roux. While detained, he has been subjected to cruel 

treatment and torture, including by Russian mercenaries. We have reasonable 

grounds to believe that Mr Feissona’s arrest and treatment is a direct result of his 

involvement with our team. We have therefore repeatedly brought concerns about 

Mr Feissona’s treatment and wellbeing to the attention of each of the units of the 

ICC, but no substantive action to assist Mr Feissona has been taken by any of these 

bodies to date. Consequently, we advised the United Nations Special Rapporteur 

for Torture of Mr Feissona’s situation on 29 November 2023 (a copy of the letter 

and its attachments are enclosed as Annex B).  

 

We are therefore urgently pursuing a number of avenues in an attempt to secure 

a safe third State for Mr Mokom’s relocation, including liaising with the Registry, 

immigration lawyers and relevant authorities. To that end, we have sent requests 

for assistance to States Parties, such as Chad, Cameroon, France, Belgium and 
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Canada, seeking resettlement of Mr Mokom and his family onto their territory. To 

date, we have only received a preliminary response from one of these States. The 

lack of any response from the remaining States continues a historic and 

documented trend of significant delays being faced in cooperation with defence 

teams.  

 

In light of these circumstances, I am writing to ask that, in your capacity as the 

President of the Assembly of States Parties, you:  

(i) issue an urgent call to the States Parties identified herein to comply with 

their commitment to cooperate with the Court and respond to our 

requests for assistance; and  

(ii) engage in high-level dialogue with all States Parties regarding Mr 

Mokom’s situation and the urgent need for a safe third State for 

resettlement of him and his family. 

 

I would be very grateful for a response. Please let me know if you need any further 

information.  

  

Yours faithfully,  

 

Montréal, 1 December 2023 

 

      

 

 

         

__________________________ 

Philippe LAROCHELLE 

Counsel of Maxime MOKOM 
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29 November 2023 
 

 

In: The Prosecutor v. Maxime Jeoffroy Eli Mokom Gawaka / CAR II (ICC-01/14-

01/22) 

 

 Dear Special Rapporteur,  

 

I am addressing you in my capacity as Lead Counsel for Mr Maxime Mokom, who 

was, until recently, a suspect at the International Criminal Court (“ICC”).  

 

During the ICC proceedings involving Mr Mokom, our defence team relied on 

evidence given by a witness, Mr Olivier Feissona, a national of the Central African 

Republic. 

 

We have recently been provided with credible and deeply concerning information 

that Mr Feissona was arrested by authorities in the Central African Republic, and 

is now being arbitrarily detained in harsh conditions in the military prison, ‘Camp 

de Roux’. Whilst detained, he has been subject to cruel treatment and extensive 

torture, including by Russian mercenaries. He is now in an extremely frail state of 

health, and fears for his life. While Mr Feissona was ostensibly arrested as an 

opponent of the political regime, there are reasonable grounds to believe his 

involvement with our defence team has played a role.  

 

For more information, we enclose two documents outlining the conditions of Mr 

Feissona’s current detention and treatment in the Central African Republic: (i) 

Annex A: a report by our Bangui-based legal assistant following contact with Mr 

Feissona from 28 November 2023; and (ii) Annex B: an article by ‘Corbeaunews’, a 

media outlet in Bangui, from 27 November 2023.  

 

We have previously brought information regarding Mr Feissona’s arrest, as well 

as concerns about his treatment and wellbeing, to the attention of various 

departments within the ICC. For example, upon hearing of his arrest, and 

following credible reports engendering grave concerns for his safety, we contacted 

the Pre-Trial Chamber seized of Mr Mokom’s case, the Office of the Prosecutor 

and the Victim and Witnesses Unit of the Registry. However, to date, we are not 
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aware of any action that has been taken to assist Mr Feissona with the resolution 

of this matter.  

 

In light of the urgency of Mr Feissona’s situation, we write to bring this matter to 

your attention as well, and to invite you to take any steps that you deem 

appropriate.  

 

I would be very grateful for a response. Please let me know if you need any further 

information. 

  

Yours faithfully,  

 

Montréal, 29 November 2023 

 

      

 

 

         

__________________________ 

Philippe LAROCHELLE 

Counsel of Maxime MOKOM 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Today, Tuesday, November 28, 2023, I was able to make physical contact with FEISSONA 
Olivier at the Maison d'Arret de Camp de ROUX, after searching for him for four (4) weeks.  

FEISSONA told me that he had been arrested on Sunday, October 29, 2023 at 8:50am. He was 
arrested by a group of Presidential Guard elements called "Requins" commanded by Colonel 
PATASSE. He was taken to the SRI premises where he was detained. His name was not entered 
in the register because they didn't want his whereabouts to be discovered, and so that they 
would be able to physically eliminate him.  

As soon as he was arrested, FEISSONA was searched and immediately stripped of his 
telephone and other belongings. They unlocked his telephone and found the telephone 
numbers of MOKOM and his counsel at the ICC. Immediately, they deduced that he was in 
communication with MOKOM and his counsel. This was considered as proof that FEISSONA 
was part of the group of criminals who are against the regime. 

On Monday, August 30, 2023, these same elements downloaded and provided FEISSONA’s 
photo to the Russian elements of the Wagner Group. The same day, at 7pm, criminals burst 
into the SRI premises, all wearing hoods, in smoked-window vehicles. They had taken with 
them a black man as an interpreter, but he was not Central African. These criminals called 
FEISSONA by his name, and he introduced himself to them. He was told “We need you". He 
was then ordered to turn his face to the wall. When he complied, his arms were tied behind 
his back and his head was covered with a black plastic bag. He was thoroughly searched before 
being thrown into the boot of the vehicle and taken away.  

As FEISSONA knows the city's geography, he knew even in the darkness he was being taken to 
Camp de ROUX. There, they laid FEISSONA on the ground at the foot of a flagpole. They put 
his feet in irons. After torturing him, they then subjected him to a tough interrogation, asking 
him to confess or reveal certain things he knew. They forced him to confess to things he had 
no idea about. When he said he knew nothing of what they were accusing him of, they 
intensified the torture. For example, they accused FEISSONA, Captain KAMEZOULAI and 
NGUENDE of wanting to stage a coup d'état to overthrow the President of the Republic and 
bring their accomplices like the MOKOMs and others into the country.  

FEISSONA was tortured from 7pm to midnight. When his torturers grew tired, they let him lie 
on the ground and went off to eat and drink. After their meal, they resumed the torture until 
they themselves were exhausted. Then they took him back to the SRI at dawn. Since he was 
arrested, he has done nothing but lie on the floor.  

On November 23, 2023, FEISSONA was presented to the Doyen des juges d'instruction, who 
summarily questioned him before taking him to Camp de ROUX at 8h45. There, FEISSONA was 
placed at the red gate, where he now sleeps on the floor. He is not given any food. FEISSONA 
says he is in an extremely dangerous situation and fears for his life. All the men in power in 
Bangui know how close he is to MOKOM, and they know that FEISSONA’s discussions with 
MOKOM’s lawyers contributed to MOKOM's release. That's the real reason for his arrest: to 
cover it up, they're accusing him of criminal conspiracy, complicity and undermining the 
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internal security of the State. FEISSONA has been questioned a lot about MOKOM, 
NGAISSONA and NGUENDE. The interrogators said that in 2019, when MOKOM was 
Minister of DDR, MINUSCA had provided them with weapons to stage a coup and 
overthrow the Head of State, and they asked him to find out whether their group was 
persisting with their coup plans.  

FEISSONA looks thin, pale and physically weakened. He walks with difficulty, having 
been struck with a truncheon under the sole of his feet. FEISSONA said that immediately 
after his interview with the team who had come to Bangui to investigate, he began to 
receive serious threats from government men. He informed the MOKOM Defence team, 
through his main counsel, but no one reacted. He said he was seriously threatened, but no 
one paid him any attention, and what he feared had now come true.  

Report made on November 28, 2023 
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