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L BACKGROUND

1. On 26 February 2020, the Defence for Mr Gbagbo filed a request seeking a
page extension to 130 pages for its response to the Prosecution’s appeal brief (the

“Defence Request”).!

2. On the same day, the Appeals Chamber issued an Order providing that any
response to the Defence Request shall be filed by 28 February 2020.2

3. On 27 February 2020, the Prosecution filed its Response to the Defence

Request.?

II. SUBMISSIONS

4. The Common Legal Representative concurs with the arguments raised by the
Prosecution in its Response. Accordingly, without repeating said arguments, she
submits that none of the reasons identified by the Defence demonstrate exceptional
circumstances justifying the requested extension of pages, as required by

regulation 37(2) of the Regulations of the Court.

5. In this regard, the Common Legal Representative also agrees with the
Prosecution that the Defence’s interpretation of regulation 63(3) of the Regulations of

the Court is incorrect.*

1 See the “Requéte de la Défense afin d’obtenir des pages additionnelles pour pouvoir répondre au
mémoire d’appel de I’Accusation déposé le 15 octobre 2019 (ICC-02/11-01/15-1277-
Conf)” No. ICC-02/11-01/15-1309, 26 February 2020 (the “Defence Request”).

2See the “Order in relation to Mr Laurent Gbagbo’s request for an extension of the page limit of his
response to the Prosecutor’'s appeal brief” (Appeals Chamber), No. ICC-02/11-01/15-1310,
26 February 2020.

3 See the “Prosecution Response to the Requéte de la Défense afin d’obtenir des pages additionnelles
pour pouvoir répondre au mémoire d’appel de I’Accusation déposé le 15 october
2019”7, No. ICC-02/11-01/15-1311, 27 February 2020.

4 Idem, para. 3.
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6. Moreover, the Common Legal Representative notes that the reasons identified
in the Defence Request — namely, the challenge to certain factual finding of the Trial
Chamber and the novel questions raised by the appeal — are not exceptional in
nature. On the contrary, they are clearly foreseeable when dealing with appeal

proceedings before the Court.

FOR THE FOREGOING REASONS, the Common Legal Representative respectfully
requests the Appeals Chamber to reject the Defence Request. Should the Chamber
nevertheless grant the Request, she respectfully asks that the number of pages for her
subsequent submissions be equally extended to 90. Indeed, in accordance with the
instruction of the Chamber, the filing of said submissions will constitute the only
opportunity for the Common Legal Representative to address the interests of the
victims she represents, while the parties will be able to file further observations

subsequently.

it

Paolina Massidda
Principal Counsel

Dated this 27t day of February 2020
At The Hague, The Netherlands
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