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Introduction

1. On 29 September 2016, Trial Chamber VIII instructed the Registry to identify one

or more experts with expertise on three specific issues relating to reparations,1

and invited the Parties and the Prosecution to submit observations on the

identification of experts.2

2. Bearing in mind its limited role as a participant in reparations proceedings,3 the

Prosecution hereby submits brief observations on the list of 20 candidates

identified by the Registry as meeting the requirements.4

3. This filing is being submitted confidentially in order to protect the identity of the

proposed experts until such time as one (or more) is formally appointed by the

Chamber and considering the security issues in Mali.

Submissions

4. The areas of expertise specified by the Chamber were the following: (a) the

importance of international cultural heritage generally and the harm to the

international community caused by its destruction; (b) the scope of the damage

caused, including monetary value, to the ten mausoleums and mosques at issue

in the case; and (c) the scope of the economic and moral harm suffered, including

monetary value, to persons or organisations as a result of the crimes committed.5

5. Based on the information submitted by the short-listed candidates, only a limited

number of the candidates appear to have the expertise relevant to (b) and (c).

Among those candidates, [REDACTED] appears to have the most extensive and

specific experience [REDACTED]. His knowledge would be of assistance in
1 ICC-01/12-01/15-172, para. 2(i).
2 ICC-01/12-01/15-172, para. 2(ii); ICC-01/12-01/15-177, para. 4.
3 The Prosecution is not a party in reparations proceedings. See ICC-01/12-01/15-172, fn. 3. See also ICC-
01/04-01/07-3532, para. 10 and ICC-01/04-01/06-3179, paras. 5-6.
4 Email from Assistant Legal Officer at the Victims Participation and Reparations Section, dated 23 November
2016 at 15:37.
5 ICC-01/12-01/15-172, para. 2(i).
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assessing the scope of damage caused to the destroyed buildings and the harm

suffered by persons or organisations as a result of their destruction. In the event

of his appointment as an expert for this case, appropriate measures should be

taken [REDACTED].

6. With respect to the expertise relevant to (a), [REDACTED] does appear to have

the most relevant experience.

Conclusion

7. The Prosecution notes that there appears to be no candidate who has the

expertise relating to all the three specified areas. The Prosecution accordingly

suggests that it may be appropriate to appoint a combination of experts relating

to the different specific areas, namely, [REDACTED].

________________________
Fatou Bensouda, Prosecutor

Dated this 14th day of July 2017

At The Hague, The Netherlands
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