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I. Procedural history 

1. On 11 December 2014, Pre-Trial Chamber I confirmed the charges against Mr. 

Blé Goudé1 while on 20 December 2014, the Presidency referred the case to the 

Chamber.2 

2. On 22 December 2014, the Prosecutor requested the Chamber to join the 

Gbagbo and the Blé Goudé cases.3  

3. On 11 March 2015, Trial Chamber I (“the Chamber”) issued two decisions: (i) 

the “Decision on Defence’s requests seeking leave to appeal the ‘Decision on 

the Legal Representative of Victims’ access to certain confidential filings and 

to the case record’ and seeking suspensive effect of it” (“the Decision on the 

Gbagbo case record”),4 and (ii) the “Decision on Prosecution requests to join the 

cases of The Prosecutor v. Laurent Gbagbo and The Prosecutor v. Charles Blé Goudé 

and related matters”(“the Joinder Decision)”.5 

                                                           
1 Pre-Trial Chamber I, Decision on the confirmation of charges against Charles Blé Goudé, 11 

December 2014, ICC-02/11-02/11-186. See also Partly Dissenting Opinion of Judge Christine Van den 

Wyngaert, ICC-02/11-02/11-186-Anx. 
2 Corrigendum to the "Decision referring the case of The Prosecutor v. Charles Blé Goudé to Trial 

Chamber I", ICC-02/11-02/11-193, 20 December 2014 (registered on 22 December 2014), 20 December 

2014, ICC-02/1102/11-193-Corr. 
3 ICC-02/11-02/11-194. 
4 Trial Chamber I, Decision on Defence’s requests seeking leave to appeal the ‘Decision on the Legal 

Representative of Victims’ access to certain confidential filings and to the case record’ and seeking 

suspensive effect to it, 11 March 2015, ICC-02/11-01/11-809. 
5 Trial Chamber I, Decision on Prosecution requests to join the cases of The Prosecutor v. Laurent Gbagbo 

and The Prosecutor v. Charles Blé Goudé and related matters, 11 March 2015, ICC-02/11-02/11-222, ICC-

02/11-01/11-810 and ICC-02/11-01/15-1. 
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4. On 16 March 2015, the Defence team of Charles Blé Goudé (“the Defence”) 

filed a request for leave to appeal the Joinder Decision6 which is still pending 

before the Chamber. 

5. On 27 March 2015, the Defence of Mr. Gbagbo filed a Request for clarification 

related to the Joinder Decision and, depending upon the clarification given, 

sought an extension of the 7 April above mentioned deadline by three weeks 

(“the Request for clarification)”.7 

6. On 2 April 2015, the Defence joined the Request for clarification submitted by 

the Defence of Mr. Gbagbo.8 

7. On the same day, by email sent to the parties and participants, the Chamber 

issued the “Decision on Defence requests for clarification of that portion of the 

Joinder Decision relating to review of the Gbagbo and Blé Goudé case records, 

and extension of time to conduct its review (ICC-02/11-01/15-14)” (“the 

Decision on clarification”),9 by which it granted the requested three-week 

extension of time but denied all other requests stating that “[the] Chamber 

will provide reasons for this decision in due course.”  

8. On 8 April 2015, the Defence submitted a request for clarification on the 

deadline applying for seeking leave to appeal the above mentioned decision 

                                                           
6 Defence Request for Leave to Appeal the “Decision on Prosecution requests to join the cases of The 

Prosecutor v. Laurent Gbagbo and The Prosecutor v. Charles Blé Goudé and related matters”, 16 March 

2015, ICC-02/11-01/15-5. 
7 Demande aux fins de clarification de la “Decision on Prosecution requests to join the cases of The 

Prosecutor v. Laurent Gbagbo and The Prosecutor v. Charles Blé Goudé and related matters” rendue par la 

Chambre de premiere instance I le 11 mars 2015 (ICC-02/11-01/11-810), 27 March 2015, ICC-02/11-

01/15-14, para. 25-26. 
8 Defence response to the “Demande aux fins de clarification de la “Decision on Prosecution requests 

to join the cases of The Prosecutor v. Laurent Gbagbo and The Prosecutor v. Charles Blé Goudé and related 

matters” rendue par la Chambre de premiere instance I le 11 mars 2015 (ICC-02/11-01/11-810)” and 

Request for clarification of the same decision, 2 April 2015, ICC-02/11-01/15-20. 
9 Trial Chamber I, Decision on Defence requests for clarification of that portion of the Joinder Decision 

relating to review of the Gbagbo and Blé Goudé case records, and extension of time to conduct its 

review (ICC-02/11-01/15-14), email sent by Trial Chamber I to the parties and participants on 2 April 

2015, 4:10 pm. 
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and the Defence also requested to be granted leave to appeal the decision if 

the deadline had begun to run from 2 April 2015.10  

9. On 13 April 2015, the Chamber issued the reasoned “Decision on requests for 

clarification concerning review of the case record and extension of time” (“the 

reasoned Decision”).11 

 

II. Submission 

 

10. Considering the reasons presented by the Chamber which are the basis of the 

reasoned Decision, the Defence no longer intends to seek leave to appeal the 

Decision on clarification. 

11. Therefore, the Defence hereby withdraws its request to seek leave to appeal 

the Decision on clarification. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10 Defence request for leave to appeal the “Decision on Defence requests for clarification of that 

portion of the Joinder Decision relating to review of the Gbagbo and Blé Goudé case records, and 

extension of time to conduct its review (ICC-02/11-01/15-14)”, 8 April 2015, ICC-02/11-01/15-24. 
11 Trial Chamber I, Decision on requests for clarification concerning review of the case record and 

extension of time, 13 April 2015, ICC-02/11-01/15-30. 
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Mr. Knoops, Lead Counsel and Mr. N’Dry, Co-Counsel 

 

 

Dated this 15 April 2015. 

At The Hague, the Netherlands 
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