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L. SUBMISSIONS

1. By way of this morning’s Decision on "Defence Request for a Hearing and for
Leave to Reply to the Prosecution Response to Defence Request for Relief for Abuse
of Process",! Trial Chamber III (“the Chamber”) ordered the Defence to file its Reply

to the Prosecution Response by tomorrow, 20 January 2014.

2. The Defence Request for a Stay of Proceedings for Abuse of Process? was, Mr.
Bemba’s Closing Brief aside, arguably the most significant filing of the present case.
In 40 pages, the Defence set out extensive legal and factual submissions as to why
Mr. Bemba’s right to a fair trial has been ruptured, irreparably. The Prosecution
Response was also 40 pages in length, and raised a wealth of submissions and,
critically, contained numerous unsworn assertions of fact concerning the conduct of
both the Prosecution and the Independent Counsel. The legal issues raised in both
the Defence Request and the Prosecution Response are not only technical and
complex, but are also, to a large extent, novel, given that the encroachment on the
privileged and confidential information owned by Mr. Bemba and his lawyers is to

an extent unprecedented in international criminal law.

3. In such circumstances, the Defence respectfully requests that the Chamber
reconsider the deadline imposed, and order that he Defence reply be filed by
Monday, 26 January 2014. This limited extension will allow the Defence an
opportunity to conduct necessary and comparative legal research on the issues raised
by the Prosecution Response, seek instructions from Mr. Bemba, in light of the
Chamber’s rejection of the request for an oral hearing, and tailor its arguments to

comply with the 20-page limit.
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The whole respectfully submitted.

S

Peter Haynes QC
Lead Counsel of Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba

The Hague, The Netherlands
19 January 2015
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