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The Defence for Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo ("the Suspect") hereby files its 

response to Prosecution filing ICC-01/05-01/13-116-Conf dated 21 January 2014 ("the 

Prosecution Filing"). 

 

The Prosecution Filing is quite clearly a flagrant attempt to circumvent regulation 

24(5) of the Regulations of the Court whereby "[p]articipants may only reply to a 

response with the leave of the Chamber". For this reason alone, the Prosecution Filing 

should be disregarded. Only a week ago, the learned Single Judge rejected a similar 

attempt to respond to a response made by Counsel for Fidèle Babala Wandu.1 

 

At Paragraph 5 of the Prosecution Filing, the Prosecutor redefines the principles of 

publicity contained in articles 64(7) and 67(1) of the Rome Statute. According to the 

Prosecutor's radically novel understanding of due process, legal proceedings should 

now be held in camera unless there is a compelling reason for them to be public. This 

is plainly incorrect. 

 

The Defence is entitled to full disclosure of all investigative steps taken with respect 

to the seized materials. Accordingly, the Prosecutor's objection to revealing her 

communications with the Dutch authorities on this discrete matter is 

incomprehensible and should be disregarded. 

 

                                          

Nicholas Kaufman 

Counsel for Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo 

 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Tuesday, January 21, 2014 

                                                           
1
 ICC-01/05-01/13-92. 
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