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1. The Defence continues to take all steps possible to assist the Registry in

facilitating the presentation of the remainder of its witnesses.

2. The witnesses listed in the Registry filing ICC-01/05-01/08-2726-Conf-Exp are

spread (and often moving) throughout a large geographical area, do not all have

access to mobile telephones, and are accordingly not always easily contactable.

Moreover, the Defence is operating without the assistance of a resource person or

investigator in the region where they are situated. Given that the VWU staff

members with whom the Defence is working speak neither Lingala nor Sango,

interpretation is required for the introductory meetings. As such, the Defence has

been trying at all times to ensure that witnesses will be contactable via telephone at

particular times to avoid the Registry having to schedule meetings with interpreters

which will ultimately prove fruitless when witnesses cannot be reached.

3. Inspite of these logistical difficulties, the Defence continues to work towards

ensuring that the introductory meetings can be completed as soon as possible, in

order for the witnesses to be heard during the session commencing 19 August 2013

(which will in any event be achievable in relation to the 5 witnesses with whom

telephone introductions have already been held). The Defence notes that at the time

of the Registry filing on 5 July 2013, a further mutually convenient introductory

meeting had already been scheduled for 12 July 2013, as documented in the VWU

Minutes of the weekly coordination meeting held on 4 July 2013.! To that extent the

Registry’s assertions that “the defence must be able to facilitate the introduction of

all witnesses” and that the “VWU needs to plan its future operations...and allocate

resources...by 11 July” is both surprising and operationally unhelpful.

! Email VWU to Defence, entitled: \VWU-Defence coordination meeting 04 07 2013, received on 8 July 2013

at 3:09 PM
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The whole, respectfully submitted.

Aimé Kilolo Musamba

Lead Counsel

Done on the 10th of July 2013
At The Hague, The Netherlands
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