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BACKGROUND

1.  On 17 December 2008, the Trial Chamber informed the Parties of the identity of
two proposed candidates to appear as expert witnesses on issues related to child

soldiers and trauma.?

2. The Trial Chamber ordered the Parties and participants to file, no later than
6 January 2009, any submissions on the suitability of these candidates, and any

questions to be addressed by the expert in producing her report.

OBSERVATIONS

3. At this stage, the Defence is unable to make any particular observations in
respect of the suitability of the two candidates proposed by the Chamber. However,
it reserves the right to submit, at a later stage, observations on the suitability of the

candidate appointed by the Chamber.

4.  The Defence wishes that the following factors be considered by the child soldier

expert appointed by the Chamber when producing her report:

a. Various ways in which minors may join armed forces or groups;

b. History and description of this phenomenon worldwide, and in the

Democratic Republic of the Congo in particular;

c. Origins and causes of this phenomenon in the eastern Democratic Republic

of the Congo, and in Ituri in particular;

d. Methods of, and difficulties in, demobilising child soldiers;

e. Measures taken by government/national authorities in the face of this

phenomenon, in the DRC in particular.
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FOR THESE REASONS, MAY IT PLEASE TRIAL CHAMBER I:

TO TAKE FORMAL NOTE of the observations herein.

[signed]

Ms Catherine Mabille, Counsel

Dated this 6 January 2008
At The Hague, The Netherlands
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