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1. The Defence for Germain Katanga (“Defence”) refers to the order of the Pre-Trial
Chamber of 19" September 2008 ordering the Registrar to submit an updated report in
respect of the situation of the proposed family visit' and to the consequent report
submitted by the Registrar dated 25" September.?

2. Noting that the Pre-Trial Chamber has consistently demonstrated a concern that the
family visit requested by Germain Katanga take place as expeditiously as possible, the

Defence for Germain Katanga draws the following to the Chamber’s attention.

3. As stated in the Registrar’s report, passports for Germain Katanga’s family were
received on September 12" last. Since then the Defence understands that the passports
have been submitted to the relevant authority of the Netherlands, in Kinshasa, for
visas. The Defence are aware and appreciative of the efforts that have been made by
Mr Dubuission in this respect and recognise that the matter presently rests very much
in the hands of the Dutch authorities. However, despite the month that has elapsed
since the passports were made available, Mr Katanga has received little indication
when the family visit will take place. The Defence note that, insofar as it is aware, no
attempt has been made in recent weeks by the Registry to keep Mr Katanga abreast of
events. The Defence has not received a meaningful response to recent requests for

information.

4. The Defence note the appropriate concern displayed by the Pre-Trial Chamber that the
family visit take place. The matter is of obvious concern to Mr Katanga. This Friday,
October 17", will mark one year since he was transferred to the Hague by the ICC. It
is reasonable that he be assured that all that can be done is being done to secure him

his long awaited family visit.
5. The Defence respectfully request the Pre-Trial Chamber to:
(1) order the Registrar to provide a further update on the situation;

(i) request the co-operation of the Netherland’s authorities in expediting the process

of obtaining the necessary visas;

(iii)  order the Registrar to keep Germain Katanga fully informed, on a weekly basis, of

the progress of the situation.
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Respectfully submitted,

David HOOPER
Lead Counsel for Germain Katanga

Dated this 15th October 2008
At London
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