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1. The Defence for Rodrigo Roa Duterte notes the “Rule 103 Request for Leave to
Submit Amicus Curiae Observations on Whether the ICC May Exercise Jurisdiction
in the Philippines Situation Following the State’s Withdrawal from the Rome Statute”

filed by “International Probono Legal Services Association Ltd” (“the Request”).!

2. The Defence also notes that the Request is both unsolicited and contains the

substance of the argument for which leave is actually being sought.

3. The Defence will, indeed, raise a challenge pursuant to Article 19(2) of the
Rome Statute in due course. However, it is for the Defence (or a State) to
determine the appropriate timing for such a challenge. Thereafter, the Pre-Trial
Chamber will rule on all procedural aspects? — including, whether amicus curiae
observations are necessary, at what stage of the proceedings and in what format
arguments on the challenge should be heard, and when a decision should be

rendered.

4. As well-meaning and as supportive the proposed (or, rather, de facto presented)
observations may be for the Defence case, it is not for amici curiae to dictate how

such litigation should be conducted.

e

Nicholas Kaufman

Counsel for Rodrigo Roa Duterte

Dated this 10t day of April 2025
Jerusalem, Israel
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