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1. The Office of the Prosecutor (“the Prosecution”) hereby notifies Pre-Trial

Chamber I (“the Chamber”) that the Republic of the Philippines (“the Philippines”) on

10 November 2021  responded to the Prosecution’s notification under article 18(1) of

the Rome Statute (“the Statute”) with a request that the Prosecution defer to the

Philippines’ investigation of nationals or others within its jurisdiction “with respect to

the alleged crimes against humanity of murder under article 7(1)(a) of the Statute

‘committed throughout the Philippines between 1 July 2016 and 16 March 2019 in the

context of the so-called “war on drugs” campaign, as well as in the Davao area between

1 November 2011 and 30 June 2016’” (“the Deferral Request”).1

2. The Prosecution will, in the coming days, request additional information from

the Philippines under rule 53 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence. Such additional

information is necessary for the Prosecution to assess the scope and effect of the

Deferral Request, and to determine whether to apply to the Pre-Trial Chamber, under

article 18(2) of the Statute, for authorisation to continue investigating.

3. The Prosecution has temporarily suspended its investigative activities while it

assesses the scope and effect of the Deferral Request. The Prosecution will, however,

continue its analysis of information already in its possession, as well as of any new

information it may receive from third parties, and actively assess the need for

applications to the Pre-Trial Chamber for authority to conduct necessary investigative

steps for the preservation of evidence under article 18(6) of the Statute.

__________________________________

Karim A.A. Khan QC, Prosecutor

Dated this 18th day of November 2021

At The Hague, The Netherlands

1 Annex A, p. 1.
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