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Statement by Herman von Hebel

Registrar of the International Criminal Court

Ceremony for the Solemn Undertaking of the Registrar

The Hague, 18 April 2013



Mr President, Vice-Presidents,

Your Honors,

Madame Prosecutor,

Madame President of the Assembly of States Parties,
Mr Vice-President of the Assembly of States Parties,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear former and future colleagues, friends and family members

1. Thank you all for your presence at this event; I am genuinely humbled by the fact that so
many of you have taken the time and effort to come to the premises of the International

Criminal Court and participate in this Inauguration Ceremony.

2. I would like to start by expressing my sincere gratitude to the Honorable President, Vice-
Presidents and Judges for the decision taken on 8 March 2013 to elect me as the next Registrar of
the International Criminal Court for the coming five years. I hereby pledge to do everything in
my capacity to honor the trust that you have placed in me and to provide you with all the

services required to assist you in the exercise of your judicial responsibilities.

3. Today is a very important day for me. I had the privilege to be a member of the Dutch
delegation to the negotiations leading to the adoption of the Rome Statute in 1998. The ICC has
in the meantime been in existence for over ten years. I feel honored and privileged again to be
allowed now to further contribute to the implementation of the important mandate of the ICC;
bringing justice and fighting impunity for the most horrendous crimes imaginable to

humankind.

4. Having worked over the past 12 years in three other international tribunals and courts, I hope
I can bring the right lessons learned and the right experience to assist the ICC in its crucial work

over the coming five years.



5. Je suis convaincu que le role du Greffe est celui d'un organe neutre amené a fournir des
services aussi bien aux juges et a leurs collaborateurs qu’au Procureur et a son personnel, ainsi
qu’aux conseils chargés de représenter les suspects, les accusés et les victimes dans le cadre des
procédures devant la Cour. Il est clair pour moi que la qualité de ces services fournis par le
Greffe a une influence considérable sur la capacité des juges et des parties de faire en sorte que

toute personne comparaissant devant la Cour bénéficie d"un proces équitable.

6. La Cour aura de nombreux défis a relever dans les années a venir, et ce, tant dans le
domaine des enquétes, des poursuites et des activités judiciaires, que sur le plan de son
fonctionnement, de son budget et de son efficacité. Je suis fermement convaincu que ces défis ne
pourront étre relevés qu’au moyen d’une coopération effective entre le Président, le Procureur

et le Greffier, et je m’engage a 100 % a cet égard.

7. Je tiens a remercier le Greffier sortant pour avoir contribué a faire du Greffe ce qu’il est
aujourd’hui. Il laisse derriere lui une organisation solide sur laquelle je peux a présent
m’appuyer afin d’améliorer, de renforcer et d’optimiser les services que le Greffe sera appelé a

fournir durant les cinq prochaines années.

8. Pour I'heure, les activités de la Cour demeurent pour moi un sujet relativement nouveau, et
j’ai beaucoup a apprendre dans les jours et les mois qui viennent. Cela étant, j’ai déja recensé un
certain nombre de questions pouvant étre prioritaires, tout en sachant qu’il peut y en avoir
d’autres. Il s’agit notamment i) des questions liées a la protection des témoins et au soutien dont
ils doivent bénéficier ; ii) des questions liées a la coopération entre la Cour et 'ensemble des
Etats parties, notamment ceux sur le territoire desquels la Cour meéne des activités en rapport
avec les enquétes, les poursuites, les procédures judiciaires, la défense des suspects et des
accusés, etc.; iii) des questions liées au budget, a la gouvernance, a la transparence et a

I’efficacité ; et iv) des questions liées a la réinstallation des témoins et a I'exécution des peines.



9. This all may sound very ambitious. And frankly speaking, I think it is. I am very much aware
that such an ambitious agenda can only be implemented if supported by each and every staff
member of the Registry. I strongly believe in team work. I am therefore very much looking
forward to starting work with my future colleagues from the Immediate Office of the Registrar,
and with the chiefs and staff of all sections within the Registry. I cannot wait to get to know
everyone in the Registry and to rely on their expertise so that we can develop and implement a

common vision on how best to service the overall interests of the Court.

11. T am also looking forward to cooperating with the Assembly of States Parties, both here in
The Hague and in New York; with the President and Vice-President of the ASP and with the
different coordinators and focal points on the many issues that require the common attention of
the ICC and the States Parties. I am also looking forward to constructive cooperation with the
various representatives of the Host State on the many issues that will be on our agenda in the
coming years. And last but not least, I am looking forward to the cooperation with the Coalition

for the ICC and the many organisations working within that framework.

12. In Rome in 1998, a common vision prevailed that led to the adoption of the ICC Statute. Too
many people in the world have suffered and continue to suffer from the commission of
horrendous crimes. Impunity for the perpetrators is not an option. But the fight against
impunity continues. It is this underlying goal that will drive me in the coming years to work

closely together with everyone involved in the work of the ICC.



