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Introduction
It is my pleasure to address this important group once again.  The period since I was last with you, in Ottawa at the end of last year, has been one of rapid developments for the ICC.  In my remarks today I will give a brief overview of those developments and their significance, and of the immediate future for the Court, highlighting the areas on which your deliberations today might centre.
These developments have not occurred in isolation.  Indeed, they are the most recent fruits of a process which has, in your home countries, engaged the participation of your governments, parliamentarians and general public.  
I am quite deliberate in identifying a distinct role in this process for parliamentarians:  while governments have their own executive and leadership function, they rely on parliamentarians to act as the bridge between them as the government – whose co-operation with the ICC requires political will – and the people, in whose name this enterprise is being undertaken.  
It is largely parliamentarians who can create and sustain that political will and governments who act thereupon.  You provide that resolve on which your respective governments rely, to convey to them that the hopes of those whom you represent are indeed reposed in the ICC.  
In particular, I would like to give special recognition to Parliamentarians for Global Action for providing this ongoing Parliamentary Forum on the ICC.  This forum allows us to review, and further, the incorporation and ratification of the Rome Statute.  It provides the opportunity to determine how you, as Parliamentarians, can support the work of International Criminal Court in its formative phase, by using your unique position as legislators, as opinion formers amongst those whom you represent, and as barometer of public opinion for the governments of your respective States.
I would like to briefly survey developments since I last addressed and to put those developments into their proper context.
Recent Developments
Two closely-related events define the past six months for the ICC: the election of the first eighteen judges of the Court by the Assembly of States Parties and the inaugural ceremony of the Court.  While you might argue that mine is not an unbiased view, I do believe as a result of various contacts and meetings that the elected judges are a highly capable, highly regarded and highly dedicated team.  That such an excellent cadre has been chosen is a testament to the importance given to the ICC by your respective governments and parliamentarians in all States Parties.  
The high regard and esteem in which the Court is held was reflected in the inaugural ceremony of the Court, attended by H.E. Kofi Annan, the Queen of the Netherlands and dignitaries from governments and institutions the world over.  
These two significant events, together with the ongoing physical arrangements being put in place during this time with the Host State, give the Court a physical form.  This has an important human impact on people across the world.  The International Criminal Court is no longer a theoretical construct but a tangible Court, with all that implies: a seat; security arrangements; judges; a dedicated staff.  This tangible image is one which will be strengthened with election of a Prosecutor yesterday and it is one which it falls to you to promote in your home countries.
Future Issues
In order to maintain and strengthen this image it is of paramount importance that the Court is, and is seen to be, entirely independent.  World opinion will take any hint of partisanship, national favouritism, undue influence as evidence of problems within the ICC.  While much of the responsibility of avoiding such a perception falls on the ICC itself, governments and parliamentarians also have a role to play.  One of the key tests of this independence will be the upcoming budget process.  The budget process – this year and in future years – will draw on all the maturity of the Court itself and on constructive support by States Parties in order to be effectively undertaken.  That will build on a philosophy and an approach that prevailed when the budget for the First Financial Period of the Court was adopted.  In this regard, principles of efficiency, flexibility, scalability, will underpin the Court’s planning of the budget. 

It is, of course, entirely right and proper for States whose money is effectively being spent by the ICC to take a close interest in how that money is spent.  Hence, for its part, the Court will strive for complete transparency and accountability regarding the manner the budget is allocated and used, and will spare no effort to communicate that to the State Parties.

An element of the next year budget will constitute investments into the future of the Court.  The Court will require a very effective IT support structure, and some investments to refurbish the temporary premises placed at the disposal of the Court by the Host State may be necessary.  
Of course, as parliamentarians you are still charged with the tasks upon which I focused in my Ottawa address to this forum – the promulgation and ratification of the Rome Statute.  It is to the credit of the individuals here today from the States which have ratified and acceded to the Rome Statute that this process has advanced so swiftly and smoothly.  In turn, I renew my call upon those from countries who have yet to ratify to encourage their governments to do so.  The ICC must aim for universality in order to maintain global justice.   
By way of a follow–up, those States which have ratified must be actively encouraged to also ratify the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Court. At present, only two States – Norway and Trinidad and Tobago – have ratified that Agreement, without which the Court will not be able to conduct operations.  As parliamentarians, there is an obvious role for you in these processes.  
Your efforts might be given added urgency when you consider the effect accession to the Statute might have on governments: burgeoning democracies, or those vulnerable to rapid and unwelcome change, might view the effort of accession as an investment which will encourage future rulers and governments to deal fairly with their people.  Once a country has ratified or acceded to the Statute of Rome it is not only making a very public statement about its commitment to the principles of justice but is also creating a mechanism by which such a commitment can be enforced.  In the words of H.E. Kofi Annan at the inaugural ceremony of the ICC “persons who are tempted or pressured to commit unspeakable crimes must be deterred, by the knowledge that one day they will be individually called to account”.  That deterrence is one which you are called upon to put in place.
In Ottawa we discussed base-line responsibilities, promotion of the Court and incorporation of the Statute.  Now there are new challenges which arise out of the reality of a functioning and closely watched Court – the challenges of effective but independent and unimpeachable co-operation.  It is essential that the international community pursue its efforts, now that the Court has come into existence, and help the Court achieve success.  This is important for all of us.  It is a challenge to which I have every confidence both States and the Court will rise: I would ask that you remember these responsibilities in your deliberations today and in so doing further this momentous enterprise in which we are engaged.  I wish you every success in this task.
Thank you.







PAGE  
(8(

