[image: image1.jpg]Cour
Pénale
Internationale

International
Criminal
Court




First Anniversary of the Court
1st of July 2003
Press Kit
Press contact:

Public Information Office








     International Crimnal Court
Claudia Perdomo










Tél : +31 70 515 85 14

Grégoire Lechat










Tél : +31 70 515 81 10
E-mail : pio@icc-cpi.int








Web internet : www.icc-cpi.int

[image: image2.jpg]Cour
Pénale
Internationale

International
Criminal
Court




First Anniversary of the International Criminal Court

Statement by the President

The Hague, 1st July 2003

One year ago the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court entered into force. 
Since then, ninety countries have ratified the Statute. In the last century alone, millions of children, women and men have been victims of unimaginable atrocities that deeply shock the conscience of humanity. The ninety States Parties agree that such grave crimes – genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes - threaten the peace, security and well-being of the world and must not go unpunished. They wish to ensure effective prosecution by strengthening procedures at the national level and by enhancing international cooperation. Their determination to put an end to impunity for the perpetrators of these crimes will contribute to the prevention of such crimes in the future.
One year after its entry into force, we have a fully operational International Criminal Court. The ninety States Parties have elected eighteen independent, experienced Judges from all corners of the world. The Prosecutor has been sworn-in, after being selected unanimously by the ninety States Parties, to conduct independent investigations and prosecutions. The Registrar has been elected to provide Court management and victim assistance.  The Court is now ready to focus on its work.
I attribute much of the remarkable progress in the Court’s development to the unprecedented dedication of governments, international organisations, NGOs, and individuals who support the concept of an international court. These partnerships will guarantee lasting respect for and the enforcement of international justice.
As we celebrate the Court’s first anniversary, we also remember the desire to end human suffering which motivated the creation of the Court. We intend to honour our responsibilities to justice, fairness, and humanity by building an independent, fair and credible Court. 

Philippe Kirsch, President of the International Criminal Court
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1st July 2002 – 1st July 2003

One year of existence and the Court is ready
The International Criminal Court is commemorating its first anniversary and the entry into force of the Rome Statute. One year ago, on 1 July 2002, this international treaty had been signed by 139 States and ratified by 69. Today, 90 States are parties of the Statute. 

On the day the Statute entered into force, an advance team began work in The Hague, the Netherlands, which is the seat of the Court. The team made the first practical arrangements for the coming into operation of the Court and served as custodian of communications addressed to the Court regarding situations potentially under the jurisdiction of the ICC. 

In October 2002, the Division of Common Services took over the mandate of the advance team and assumed the functions assigned to the Registry. The Division set up systems allowing the operation of the new institution in areas such as general services, budget and finance, procurement, information and technology, human resources, security and relevant legal issues. 

The interim building serving at present as headquarters for the ICC was refurbished and re-cabled to meet the requirements of the court body and a modern and secure IT system was put in place. Offices for the Judges, the Prosecutor and staff were arranged and equipped. Preparation for the building of a court room will commence soon. It is envisaged that in August 2004 a court room will be fully operational. If prior to this date, the Institution is faced with the necessity of holding a hearing, the Host State will provide the ICC with a court room in The Hague. In September 2003 a pre-trial chamber meeting room will be ready. A media centre, a library and public gallery are also part of the construction planning.

In order to coordinate media awareness of the existence of the Court and to promote the principles of the Rome Statute the public information and documentation section was established. The ICC has implemented a policy of transparency and a two way dialogue with targeted audiences. A secure web site was launched, and replies to hundreds of enquiries from the public have been sent. Relations with media representatives, universities, governmental and non governmental organisations have been developed. 

On 1 July 2002 the ICC started work with 3 individuals constituting an advance team. Now, on the first anniversary of the Court, over 100 officials have been recruited. As the Court moves into its second year of operations, the opportunity is seized to reiterate the desire to acquire high quality professionals from all corners of the globe, with particular emphasis on female candidates. The vacancy announcements are published on the ICC web site: http//www.icc-cpi.int

The ICC has continued to draft internal policies, staff rules and regulations, job descriptions, and systems of performance evaluation. Working plans, mechanisms of internal co-ordination and communication, and legal aspects of contractual services are currently under preparation. 

Regarding Information and Technology issues, an intranet site will be ready by August 2003. The electronic document management system is in the evaluation phase. Also being looked at is an enterprise resource planning (ERP), which is a managerial tool to dealing with finance, budget, human resources, and procurement, all in one system.    

During the first year of existence of the Court, the Assembly of States Parties (ASP) approved the first budget for the financial period of the Court, the Rules of Procedure and Evidence, Elements of Crimes, Financial Regulations and Rules, an Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the Court as well as Basic Principles Governing a Headquarters Agreement to be negotiated between the Court and the Host State. 

The Assembly of States Parties elected the first 18 Court’s judges who took their oath in public at the inaugural ceremony of the ICC on 11 March 2003. In a plenary meeting, the bench appointed by consensus Judge Philippe Kirsch as President of the Court, and judges Akua Kuenyehia and Elizabeth Odio Benito as first and second Vice-presidents, respectively. Two plenary sessions have been held since in which the judges have been reviewing judicial administrative rules and regulations of the Court, a code of ethics and conduct, and have organised themselves in working groups and conformed the Pre-trial, Trial and Appeal Divisions and Chambers.

In an open session of the Court, presided by Judge Kirsch, Mr. Luis Moreno-Ocampo, the first prosecutor of the ICC was sworn-in on 16 June 2003. The following day he commenced working by holding a public hearing to establish a dialogue on draft policies and regulations of the Office of the Prosecutor. 

In addition, the Division of Common Services handed him hundreds of communications sent to the ICC by individuals and non governmental organisations from different parts of the world. The OTP has already begun to review this correspondence containing information which could lead to initiate an investigation. In accordance with the provisions of the Rome Statute and the Rules of Procedure and Evidence, prior to starting any investigation, the Prosecutor should get the approval of the Pre-trial Division Chamber of the Court composed by three judges.

The first anniversary of the International Criminal Court constitutes an occasion to remind that anyone who commits any of the crimes under the Statute after 1 July 2002, when the Treaty entered into force, will be liable for prosecution by the Court. 
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The second plenary session of the Judges of the ICC

was held from 16 to 27 June
17 Judges of the Court met in plenary session from 16 to 27 of June, at the seat of the Court in The Hague. During this second plenary session, the Judges elected Mr. Bruno Cathala (France) as Registrar of the ICC and continued the discussions that will inter alia lead to the adoption of the Regulations of the Court.

On the 24th of June, the Judges elected Mr. Bruno Cathala as Registrar of the ICC by an absolute majority on the first ballot. He will serve for a five year term. Mr. Cathala became the first officer of the ICC when he was appointed Director of Common Services in October 2002 by the Assembly of States Parties and the functions of the Registrar were assigned to him. 

Having organised themselves in working groups, the Judges started to do important and fundamental work on various issues that they will face in the discharge of their duties. This work notably concerns victims and their role in the Court’s proceedings, the procedures in the different Chambers of the Court, the principle of complementarity, as provided for in the Statute, as well as a Code of Ethics which will govern the conduct of the Judges. These discussions were based on the outcome of a number of consultations with experts organised by the Division of Common Services. Preliminary conclusions of this ongoing dialogue have been reached. As provided in article 52 of the Rome Statute, the draft Regulations of the Court are to be prepared in consultation with the Prosecutor and the Registrar, and then circulated for comments to the States Parties.

During this plenary session, the Judges and the Prosecutor engaged, with full respect for their mutual independence, in a productive and constructive dialogue on issues of common interest. In addition, the Judges presented their first comments to the Prosecutor regarding the draft policy paper of the Office of the Prosecutor. This dialogue will continue with the representatives of the defence. 

H.E. Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein of Jordan, President of the Assembly of States Parties, informed the Judges about the latest political developments and ongoing discussions in New York, within the Assembly of States Parties. In a reciprocal way, the Judges informed the President of the Assembly of States Parties on the technical aspects of their current work. H.E. Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein said he was confident that more countries will soon become Parties to the Rome Statute.

The composition of the different Divisions of the Court was finalised as follow:

- The Pre-Trial Division is composed of: Judge Akua Kuenyehia, Judge Claude Jorda, Judge Tuiloma Neroni Slade¸ Judge Hans-Peter Kaul, Judge Mauro Politi, Judge Fatoumata Diarra, and Judge Sylvia Steiner.

- Trial Division is composed of: Judge Elizabeth Odio Benito, Judge Karl Hudson-Phillips, Judge Maureen Clark, Judge René Blattmann, Judge Anita Ušacka, and Judge Adrian Fulford.

- Appeals Divisions is composed of: Judge Philippe Kirsch, Judge Georghios Pikis, Judge Navi Pillay, Judge Sang-hyun Song, and Judge Erkki Kourula.
opi.008.2003








